S+region

STARTRIBUNE.COM/LOCAL

TUESDAY, AUGUST 22, 2006 « SECTION B

mmmmmmnmmdmmmwmmawmmwmmm

EIE EAGYES

Mwmhmwmd

i mmmmmm&y
migmhmﬂyw:y M.lmssipp:mver ea-
;la’sonnmdim
mpurhntcompomm beAmeﬂmMan
perspectives, Bennett said, and the Prairie Island tribe
contributed $500,000 Monday to show its support.
“The eagle is a sacred and treasured part of our spir-
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build a 14,000-square-foot interpretive building during the next year.

By TOM MEERSMAN -+ meersman@startribune.com

ituality, and it's a joy and an honor to help educate peo-
ple about it,” she said.

It’s no accident that is popular in
Wabasha, where the Chippewa River from Wisconsin
meets the Mississippi. The mix of stronger current and
a narrower main channel keeps a 3-mile stretch of the
the center’s director of finance and operations.

Eagle continues: New building, to be finished in 2007, is
expected to attract significantly more visitors. B4 »
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And open water means fish, ing up in larger numbers in
he said, enabling about 150 ea- Minnesota, Wabasha resident

gles to live in the area’s
huge cottonwood trees
year-round and hun-
- dreds more to migrate
during fall and spring.
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The new National Eagle Center will overlook the Mississippi in Wabasha. The $4.3 million building is to be completed in 2007.

Eagle Center is spreading its wings

The proposal is still pending.
As the eagle began show-
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Jerry Amm. a local bun-
nessman e&chﬂrmof more business for the town,

the center’s The center currently serves
said the center is the only one about 25,000 visitors a year, he
of its kind in the nation, and said, and that number could
will attract more visitors and quadruple after the new

14,000-square-foot one is fin-
ished in 2007,

In addition to the exhibits,
the center will continue to fea-
ture and care for three captive
eagles with permanent wing
injuries that can no longer
mivemthewlld

' Curtis Campbell, a Prai-
rie Island elder who has had
a long association with the
center, said he never tires of
watching eagles.

“When the Creator put ev-
erything on the face of the
earth, the eagle was the most
supreme of all flying animals,”
he said. “The eagle is a spiri-
tual symbol of our thoughts

" and of ourselves as people,

because the eagle is a mighty
hunter” ’
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