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Prairie Island seeks nuclear waste disposal

By David Melmer
Topay STAFF

| WELCH, Minn. — The Prairie
 Island Sioux Community con-
| tinues its search for a location
to dump nuclear waste that
| sits in dry casks just yards from
- the community.
Since 1994, when the casks
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were first placed on a dock at
the Prairie Island Nuclear

‘Generating Plant (then ownéd

by Northern States Power
Co.), the community has
objected, gone to court and
eventually worked out com-
promises with the state

Legislature and NSP. Yet the
dry casks remain, unwelcome

 left) Xcel s nuclear power plant (lower right), whaadrykas
n
%mwmmmmm
controversial Yucca Mountain facility will soon open so the waste can be
| stored there, even as other Native groups struggle to prevent it.
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and a threat to thousands of lives.
The Prairie Island tribal

‘council has visited the Yucca

Mountain facility before, but
recently revisited it for the sec-
ond time in four years to see
what progress has been made.

The on-again, off-again site that -

is under consfruction to house
all of the nation’s nuclear waste
will take more years to complete
than the Prairie Island people
anticipated. Tribal council
members told Indian Country

" Today that the facility may not

be complete until 2025. (The
site was originally slated for
completion in 2010; late.r. 2015.)

The site’s opening has been
delayed because of federal

budget cuts and litigation over

environmental issues. The Yucca
Mountain site is also strongly
opposed by some Western
Shoshone who call it a human
rights violation and have
appealed to the United Nations
for intervention.

The Prairie Island Sioux
Community will continue to
fight to remove the nuclear
waste, even through numerous
setbacks, said Victoria Winfrey,
tribal vice president.

“Native land could be perma-
nently marred by the nation’s

failed waste policy,” she said.

Each year, as fiscal year budg-
ets emerge and are finalized, the
Yucca  Mountain  project
receives fewer dollars than the
year before, thereby delaying
the project.

“Each year, the fund is less
and less and less. It's partly the
fault of Congress and ... some
ridiculous standards,” said
Ron Johnson, assistant tribal
secretary/ treasurer.

The state of Nevada success-
fully lobbied and received a
change in the length of safe stor-
age from 10,000 years to 1 mil-
lion years. The 21 dry casks that
now sit on the dock at Prairie
Island are supposed to be safe
for 10,000 years.

“A one-million-year radia-
tion standard on the moun-
tain seems ridiculous when
casks yards away from our
community do not have the
same standards.

“The standards are clearly
being imposed to kill the proj-
ect,” Johnson said.

The community now receives
the support from Red Wing, a
nearby Minnesota community
that would be affected should a

See PRAIRIE ISLAND page A9






